
82    may | june  2017

get to know

TexT by Sara WrighT CovingTon   |    PhoTo graPhy by CoUrTLand WiLL iaM r iChardS

CoMbining her PaS S ionS for arT and The oUTd o orS,  aLabaMa arTiST  
b 'beTh WeLd on CeLebraTeS CoLoring oUTSide The L ineS. 

airhope artist and lifelong 
equestrian B’Beth Weldon freely 
admits she has never been a 
coloring-book kind of girl. In 
fact, she credits a Mobile Bay 
upbringing spent running wild 
in the great outdoors learning to 
hunt, fish, and race sailboats with 
her inability to paint within the 
lines as an adult. “I am an only 
child,” says Weldon. “I was very 
close with my parents and my 
grandmother, and I spent most of 
my time enjoying the outdoors.” 
Weldon’s parents had a summer 
home on Mobile Bay, and she 
began riding horses when she 
was only 4 years old. She also 
fell in love with the water at an 
early age and even raced sailboats 
competitively with her father 
all over the Southeast. But in 
addition to all of her outdoor 
adventures, Weldon spent an equal 
amount of time at the elbow of 
her mother, also an artist, learning 
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to paint and draw. “After school 
I would draw while she and her 
other artist friends had models,” 
she says. “I really had the best of 
both worlds.” Weldon attended St. 
Paul’s Episcopal School in Mobile, 
and then went on to Mount 
Vernon College in Washington, 
D.C., receiving degrees in arts 
and humanities as well as business. 
While in D.C., Weldon worked at 
the Capital Children’s Museum 
and the National Collection of 
Fine Arts at the Smithsonian, 
where she was able to learn from 
many world-renowned artists. 
“I was fortunate to be able to 
spend time with many of those 
artists,” she says. “I can remember 
them telling me different things 
about color and harmony and 
composition. I got it then, but 
it really resonates with me now, 
years later.” Weldon eventually 
returned home to Alabama, where 
she continued to paint and draw, 
and decided to pursue another 
one of her childhood dreams of 
owning her own horse breeding 
farm. 

She credits her upbringing 
of traditional and classical 
teachings for her ability to evolve 
as an artist, and she continues 
to push the limits of combining 
Impressionist and Expressionist 
styles in her work, a method she 
calls “abstracting the image.”

“Had I not had that firm 
foundation, I wouldn’t be able 
to do what I do today,” she says. 
“If you know the rules then you 
can break them.” Now, Weldon 
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works full-time mostly on 
commissioned pieces, and her 
muse is still the water and 
horses that have always been 
her lifeblood. Her work has 
been featured in galleries all 
over the world, and she has 
been honored with many 
prestigious awards, including 
Official Artist for Point 
Clear’s Polo at the Point and 
Mobile’s Festival of Flowers. 
“I love color,” she says. “The 
energy that’s created when 
you push and pull colors and 
make them vibrate on the 

page—that’s exciting.”
But for Weldon, it 

has always just been about 
painting what makes her 
happy, and she is passionate 
about giving others the same 
experience with art. 

In 2010, she made it 
her mission to help others 
enjoy art when she created 
the Gifted Masterpieces 
program, which offers art 
therapy workshops to adults 
and children with special 
needs and critical illnesses. 
She now works with children 
and adults from all over the 

world, and loves teaching 
others to color outside the 
lines and to form their own 
interpretations from art. A 
self-proclaimed child at heart, 
Weldon seeks new adventures 
for artistic inspiration every 
day. “Art leaves questions, and 
that’s what I love,” she says. “I 
don’t know that you have to 
have answer with art. I don’t 
want a period. I want a dot, 
dot, dot...”


