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Polo ponies dash across the field. Rider and horse lean in for a hook shot. Quarter and chest muscles 
tense and strong, a pony stops short and spins. The power and teamwork of polo are captured by the 
paintbrush of Fairhope artist B’Beth Weldon, the Official Artist of the 25th Annual Polo at the Point. 

Her paintings vibrate with the thunder of hooves and the crack of the mallet.
“I love to watch polo,” says Weldon. “My mother and I would sit on a blanket with her friends and watch 

the polo club matches in Point Clear. Later, I even played in a few ladies matches in Virginia.”
This is Weldon’s second time as the event’s official artist. She also was the Official Artist for the Providence 

Hospital Foundation’s 2013 Festival of Flowers. “Being the official artist is a fabulous honor. I am so thankful 
for the exposure and these opportunities,” she says. “It gives me the chance to talk with people, which often 
leads to commission work. Growing up, I sold charcoal drawings of horses and people when I needed extra 
money. Now I frequently get commissions to paint horses or personal portraits, and it is wonderful to work 
with people who want something so dear.”

Her broad knowledge of horses began as a girl who was always in the barn. “B’Beth has been riding since 
she was 4 years old,” says veterinarian Albert Corte. “Every time I moved, that girl was under my feet. She 
grew up with horses and they were one and the same. She has been hooked up with them for so long that she 
understands their demeanor and temperament and can get them to do whatever she asks. This lets her capture 
the horse’s personality and attitude at any moment. Her understanding of her subject transfers to the canvas. 
It is unusual to see someone rise up from shoveling horse manure to becoming a respected artist.”

Weldon still has that little girl’s love of horses and for many years she made a living breeding and training 
horses, not painting them. “I have jumped, raced and trained horses all of my life,” Weldon says. “I have foaled 
and even artificially inseminated them. I know their moods, how their legs move, and what they look like in 
motion.”

After her daughter graduated and moved away, Weldon sold and donated her horses, changing careers 
to become a full-time artist.  “I got out of the horse business and never looked back,” she says. “I had no idea 
that I would love painting this much. “

Weldon was selected as the Official Artist for Polo at the Point because of the life she captures in her 
subjects and as well as the life she lives in the community. “B’Beth is a talented artist in many media with her 
portraits, landscapes and horses,” says Linda Lou Parsons, co-chair of the event. “She is respected and liked in 
the community and the arts. She gives back in many ways and represents us well.”
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“Painting gives me the freedom to fly, and finishing a painting 
is the same rush as jumping a fence on the back of a horse.”
       
     —  b’beth Weldon
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Weldon teaches art and holds her Gifted Masterpiece Workshops for children 
with special needs. Each child paints a piece for the Polo at the Point silent auction. 
“Children come with their therapist and paint three or four paintings at a time,” 
Weldon says. “These kids and their creations take my breath away. I love their eye, 
their innocence and their excitement. For those who can’t speak, you can tell they 
are about to jump out of their chairs when we look at their work. The money raised 
through their auctioned art will be part of the money donated from Polo at the 
Point to USA Mitchell Cancer Institute and Thomas Hospital’s Pediatric Rehab. 
The money goes back into programs that will help them.”

Weldon is a family-trained artist. She is the only child of Margaret Weldon, a 
talented painter who had art studios in their homes in Mobile and Point Clear. Her 
mother’s friends also were artists and they were a creative influence and extended 
family for B’Beth. “I grew up surrounded by art and artists,” she says. ”My mom 
painted polo ponies and did commission portraits long before I did. She was a 
colorist and I learned from her. Color is important to me and I am constantly 
learning how colors work together. It doesn’t have to be bright, but I like things to 
pop with vibrancy.”

“B’Beth understands completely her palette and composition,” says Fairhope 
photographer and friend Stephen Savage. “Her use of color is expressive and her 
brushwork is very gestural and simple. Even in a vase of a few flowers, there is 
a sense of excitement and life. It is very organic beauty. It is her spirit coming 
through.”

Weldon’s style has evolved from the precise early paintings with the sharp 
detail of a photograph to the loose but measured brush strokes she uses today. 
Landscapes with blurred edges or faces with limited features leave room for the 
viewer’s imagination. “I usually paint three canvases at one time because it gives me 
a fresh eye,” she says. “I want the essence of the soul to come out in my work so I 
don’t overwork a painting. It’s like overcooking a cake and if I continue to paint, 

I’ll mess it up.”
She paints with purpose — not to get every detail perfect, but to capture the 

mood and feeling of the moment.  “I like motion,”   Weldon says. “When I paint, 
I don’t like to look at the canvas because the hand is trained to follow the eye. If I 
have to stop and think, the paintings start to have hiccups and they have to go into 
time-out until I have the vision for them again.”

A backyard cottage beside the vegetable garden is Weldon’s studio and gallery 
on her 40-acre ranch. Paintings of barns, horses, boats and river valleys hang on the 
walls, waiting for the right buyer. Tall easels holding unfinished canvases stand in 
front of a wall of windows overlooking live oaks, flowering trees and her flock of 
Blackbelly Barbados sheep. Next to the easels sits a rolling cart is stocked with rows 
of oil paint — tubes in reds, blues and yellows. 

Painting often begins before the sun rises. “My grandmother used to say in 
the wee hours of the morning the giants whisper,” Weldon says. “The giants are the 
only truth you may have. Early mornings are a godly time and a very creative time.”

Weldon’s art flows out of her joy of life and adventure. “I have had a life full 
of great experiences and these come out on canvas. I raced sailboats, so I paint 
boats with sunlight reflecting off full sails. I fished with my dad in father-son bass 
tournaments, and the rivers and ponds in my paintings feel like the places where I 
have been with him. I can paint a horse to look like a horse. Once I get their head 
and eyes, then the rest of the body is easy. My goal with each painting is to capture 
the essence of the moment.”

Painting is more than sharing the images in Weldon’s head and the places she has 
been. It fills her need for learning, excitement and connecting with people. “Painting 
gives me the freedom to fly, and finishing a painting is the same rush as jumping a 
fence on the back of horse,” she says. “I hope my paintings speak to people and share 
good memories and emotions. I want people to feel the energy of life in a powerful 
horse or in a simple vase of flowers.”
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